
Can Caregiving Behavior of 
Maltreating Mothers be Changed? 
Ellen Moss, Karine Dubois-Comtois, Chantal Cyr, Diane 
St-Laurent, George Tarabulsy, Annie Bernier, Stephanie 

Larin 

In collaboration with Lanaudière Child Welfare Services

Funding by the National Strategy for Crime Prevention of the  
Government of Canada, in collaboration with the Minister of Public nafd4 fd4dca naaiai







• Helping parentpar

�
�r

ngnvindirió. hinriêpðp r p nVvl' re lp i. nt� E � � � 
 � � �� ���� ��� � � � � � 	r �ðp •p � ���
€ ��� 


� � ² E �� �

�

�� �

E � � �


 � � � 
 � � ��� � � 
 �

�

�

� �

��� �

� � 

�� ��� �r









Components of the intervention 
program with maltreated 

children 





Videofeedback provides:
1. Immed efeedbac



Film pare nt-child play interac tion (10 minutes)

• Watch v id eo

 w ith p arent:

–

What did the paren
t feel during th

e activity?

–

What did the paren
t observe about the c

hild?

–

What did she feel or observe about herself? 

• Reinforce  

se nsitive  beh av ior

•

N ote  ina pp ropriate be ha vio r

Vid eof eed b ac k  s es sion s









Follow the child's lead: F
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Child emotion: 
Emotion regulation: 
Importance of allowing open 
emotional open expression

Promoting emotional 
competence: Teaching the 
dyad to use words to 
communicate distress (anger, 
sadness, fear). 

Some examples of themes















Increase in

 parental sen

sitivity for interven

tion

 gro

up





Increase in motor development for intervention group 
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IQ, Mental and Motor Development

*Controlling for IQ, Mental or 
Motor development at pre-test

ANCOVA 

Mental: F(1,30)=.20, n.s.      
 Motor: F(1,30)=6.50, p < 
.05     I.Q: F(1,40)=.05, n.s.









•
Reduct i on i n behavi or pr obl em s f or c  d  Ðò•












